
 
 

 

2009 ECOSOC coordination segment- Panel III  

“Towards a UN comprehensive response to the challenges of climate 

change”  

Tuesday, 14 July, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

 

Concept Note 

Background  

Climate change has long been recognized as a global and multifaceted challenge to be 

addressed by a comprehensive approach that tackles the interconnected issues of 

economic growth and development, food and agriculture, and energy. In line with this 

consensus, in 2007 the CEB has launched a wide-ranging initiative to align its efforts and 

strengths within a clear framework for action in order to formulate a comprehensive, 

coordinated, and action-oriented response to the challenge. Through Chief Executive 

Board, agencies have committed to contribute within their respective mandates, areas of 

expertise, and resources available to build their collective strengths and joint capacity to 

achieve this objective. At its April session in 2008, the CEB decided to concentrate on a 

number of focus areas and cross-cutting issues ranging from science and technology, 

agriculture, transport, forestry, and disaster risk reduction in response to the UNFCCC 

negotiation process and in pursuant of the broader mandates and capacities in the UN 

system.  A number of UN agencies with the larger volume of activities in these areas 

were assigned convening responsibilities in the respective focus areas, working in close 

collaboration with the UNFCCC secretariat. The initiative intends to bring together and 

connect the normative, standard setting and knowledge sharing capacities of the system 

with its operational reach within collective expertise, established structures and 

coordination arrangements [such as the UNDG and the UN country teams].  This 
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initiative, devised at the level of agencies, is an important step forwards towards the 

consolidation and implementation of the concept of sustainable development.  

 

It is proposed that a panel discussion be organized during the 2009 Coordination Segment 

of the annual session of the ECOSOC to discuss how the inter-governmental process 

could help in advancing the implementation of this initiative and of this approach.  

 

Objective of the panel 

The proposed panel discussion on this issue will provide an opportunity to: 

 Give an overview of progress made by the UN system in the key focus areas 

identified by the CEB/HLCP initiative to maximize existing synergies, eliminate 

duplication and overlap, and optimize the impact of the collective effort of the 

UN system; 

 Identify challenges and opportunities in developing a new development approach 

that links climate change to the broader mandates and capacities of the UN 

system supporting the achieving of the MDGs and other development goals; 

 Identify ways in which the inter-governmental process could help promote a 

coherent, integrated, and strengthened UN system response to climate change 

within the broader context of the UN development agenda.  

 

Focus of the panel  

There are a number of areas in which the UN system’s current approach to climate 

change could be improved: 

1) Coherence between short-term policies and long-term interventions aimed at 

mitigating the negative effects of climate change and facilitate adaptation in the 

long-term.  

2) Streamlining of climate change concerns into programmes and plans in support of 

the achievement of the MDGs and other development goals;  

3) Understanding of the links and trade-offs between sustainable growth, social 

development and environmental protection.  
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In this regard, panelists could address the following questions/issues:  

 

 What should be an appropriate mechanism to ensure a coherent and 

comprehensive UN system strategy to climate change that is built into the 

programmes and plans to reach the MDGs and other development goals?  

 How can economic instruments be better aligned with the incentive to deal with 

social distress, climate change, loss of biodiversity and increasing diversification 

in order to be able to face the high costs of adaptation and mitigation measures?   

 What should be the role of the international development assistance to help 

developing countries to formulate effective sustainable development strategies 

that take into account the short and long term effects of climate change events and 

financial crisis?  

 What should be the appropriate international mechanisms/instruments to link 

policy setting with investments; and to facilitate sizeable international financial 

transfers across countries to support mitigation measure through a wide range of 

devices (e.g. allocation of tradable emission reduction commitments across 

countries; technology transfers; adaptation financing support) and incentives to 

reduce emissions? 

 

Panelists 

 Chairs of the governing bodies of UNDP and ILO 

 Chairs of the Commission on Sustainable Development, Commission for Social 

Development, and the Commission on the Status of Women 

 

 


